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ContentContent

o Student Exchange and Exchange of Ideas
Zsuzsanna Nagy (zsnagy@americancorner.hu)

o Admissions success stories
Mihaela Arsene (Mihaela.Arsene@fulbright.ro)

o Organization of USBT ReConnect visits
Nina Vranesevic (nvranesevic@iro.hr)
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Ohio Ohio –– Pecs: Joint Student Study Pecs: Joint Student Study 
Project Project 
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Flinn Scholars ProgramFlinn Scholars Program
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Serving the Underserved Serving the Underserved 
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IEW 2009IEW 2009
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The winThe win--win projectwin project



 

2007-2008: Undergrad admissions video project



 

Final video in the series: Success stories



 

Universities highlighted: Amherst C., MA, 
Occidental C, CA, Hamilton C, NY, Duke U, NC, 
Yale U, CT.



 

Why these schools?
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The winThe win--win win projeprojectct andand the US the US 
university repsuniversity reps



 

Win-win project


 

School profile


 

Student profile


 

Student’s post-admission tips


 

THE MATCH!!!    


 

US university rep’s role in the video???
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US university repsUS university reps’’ role in the role in the 
videovideo



 

Why this particular applicant?


 

What made you accept this application?


 

Anything in particular that won you over?


 

Any comments?


 

Any recommendations?


 

Etc. 
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US university repsUS university reps’’ rolerole in the in the 
video, video, cntdcntd..



 

Contributed content (admissions insights and 
application evaluation tips)



 

Suggested new angles


 

Agreed to commit their views in writing


 

Agreed to be impersonated


 

A joy to work with!!!
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US university repsUS university reps impersonated byimpersonated by



 

CAO



 

US Embassy Press Officer



 

FCommission US Director and her husband



 

US Fulbright grantees
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OutcomesOutcomes



 

Raised the profile of our EduUSA center with 
the respective US universities



 

They visited repeatedly (Duke)



 

Success stories as valuable training tool for 
admissions
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Hurdles and solutions toHurdles and solutions to overcome overcome 
themthem
Hurdles: ???

Solutions: persistence; clear presentation of 
the project; clear requests; clear deadlines; 
clear outline of mutual benefits.

More solutions: multi-level “attack” (students 
and EduUSA center); versatile “ammunition” 

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The proof is in the watchingThe proof is in the watching

Enjoy a sample of our work 
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USBT USBT SpringSpring 20082008

• University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor

• Eastern Michigan University

• Siena Heights University

• Washtenaw Community 
College
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USBT USBT ReConnectReConnect detailsdetails
• chance for USBT campus reps to visit EducationUSA

centers abroad

• 7 - 10 day program

• a travel grant and stipend

• timing and logistics for each visit determined individually

• may visit more than 1 center time-and budget-permitting

• represent U.S. educational system, not only their university
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USBT USBT ReConnectReConnect Visit Visit tto Croatiao Croatia
• Visit dates: 19 October – 1 November 2009
• Guest:  Ms. Cindy Gould

International Admissions / Recruiting Coordinator
Office of Undergraduate Admissions
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

• Host institutions: 
Institute for the Development 
of Education (IDE), Croatia and
EducationUSA in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia
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Reconnect visitReconnect visit agenda highlightsagenda highlights
• 11 meetings organized with: Education Ministry and 

Agencies; universities; high schools; and Croatian 
American Foundation for Education and Training

• participation at the Scholarships Fair 2009 – more 
than 6000 visitors

• 4 outreach events – total of 137 visitors

• EducationUSA center staff training

• strengthening contacts with 7 Croatia U-M alumni
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ReConnectReConnect visitvisit ChallengesChallenges

• Logistical

• Organizational

• Time oriented 

• Lack of best practice in preparation of agenda – 
one of the first ReConnect visits in Europe
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BBenefitsenefits for thefor the EducationUSAEducationUSA centercenter

• improved knowledge on U.S. higher education

• EducationUSA center staff training

• partnership between EducationUSA advisors and 
university rep  

• closer links with local universities, high schools and 
educational authorities

• fostering better contacts between U-M alumni and IDE
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Benefits forBenefits for tthehe ReConnectReConnect guesguestt
Better knowledge of:

o educational system in Croatia and the region

o EducationUSA centre at IDE, Croatian NGO

o needs of Croatian students as potential international 
students in the USA

o financial obstacles and needs for financial aid
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Benefits forBenefits for tthehe ReConnectReConnect guesguestt

• networking with Croatian educational officials and 
institutions

• establishment of university cooperation through student 
and faculty exchange

• organization of study abroad programs with Croatian 
universities

• strengthening alumni contacts and their involvement in 

outreach activities in Croatia
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Tips for future Tips for future ReConnectReConnect hostshosts

• provide materials and resources on local educational 
system

• provide tips for first-time visitors to your country

• plan ahead your other work obligations

• provide a detailed visit agenda

• provide welcome packs

• take many photos
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Thank YouThank You 

Mihaela.Arsene@fulbright.ro
zsnagy@americancorner.hu

nvranesevic@iro.hr

Your CommentsYour Comments and Questions ?and Questions ?

mailto:Mihaela.Arsene@fulbright.ro
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