
Student and Exchange Visitor Program
Working Together to Enhance International Education



• NAFSA is one of the prominent lobbying 
groups for the academic community

• In 2005, schools were getting unannounced 
visits by ICE agents; agitation and mistrust was 
brewing

• As a result, at one of its annual conferences 
NAFSA devoted a workshop titled: 

• “When The Feds Come A’Knockin”

The SEVP Mission
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Three Pillar Philosophy

vOpen Doors

vEconomic Implications

vProtection & Enforcement



School Certification Process

Introduction

An introduction to 
certification

Before you 
Begin

What you should 
know ahead of 

time

Is Certification 
the Right 
Choice

Carefully 
consider the 

decision

Roles and 
Responsibilities

Who can be a 
PDSO or DSO?

Application 
Process

Completing Form 
I-17

Certification Process

Verification

Requesting 
evidence

Adjudication

The process of 
adjudication

Site Visit

An SEVP 
representative 

visits your school

Petition Review

What does this 
mean and how 

do I do it?

Maintaining 
Certification

Don’t fall behind

Appeals

Submitting Form 
I-290B

Updating Your 
Information

Keeping things 
up-to-date

Recertification

Has it been two 
years already?



Student Process

Start Here

I want to study in the 
United States. How do I 

start?

SEVIS I-901 Fee

How do I pay my SEVIS I-901 
fee?

Visa

How do I get a visa to enter 
the United States?

Get Ready

How do I prepare for my 
trip to the United States?

Arrival

What should I do when I 
arrive?

In the United States

Reporting

When do I have to report to 
my school and DSO?

Problems?

What happens if…?

Benefits

What are my benefits? Can 
I work in the United States? 

Maintaining Status

What does this mean and 
how do I do it?

Departure

Leaving the United States



A Team Effort



Government Resources

Promotes U.S. higher education around the world by 
offering information about U.S. educational 
institutions and guidance to individuals on how to 
access those opportunities.

Consulates and embassies provide guidance and 
information on student visas and the visa process. 

SEVP assists school officials, students , and 
dependents with questions related to F or M status 
and school certification



Leveraging SEVIS Data



How Do We Continue To Improve?

Global Analysis Open Communication

•One Person – One 
Record

•Interoperability 
with other 
government systems

•Enhanced reports 
for government and 
school users

•Continue to monitor 
global trends in 
higher education, 
student mobility and 
national security

•Analyze how 
competitive countries 
are addressing their 
vulnerabilities

•Continue to have an 
open dialogue with our 
key stakeholders

•Learn by listening

•Identify, prioritize and 
implement critical 
enhancements to help 
all stakeholders

SEVIS II



vCurrently under development

vTwo releases
– Release One: Initial Operating Capability (IOC): 

Account setup, I-17 migration

– Release Two: Full Operating Capability (FOC): 
SEVIS II becomes system of record

SEVIS II Introduction



•All students, exchange visitors, and dependents will have 
accounts

•Account holders provided with unique identifier
•Allows nonimmigrant access to information, for the first time

Customer accounts

•No more paper forms for visas, entry into the United States, or 
benefit applications

•Represents a major shift for students and international offices

Paperless for 
immigration 

purposes

•School officials will have to provide more detailed information 
related to programs of study

•Requires close coordination between international office and 
other parts of school administration

Additional 
information

SEVIS II Changes



Open Dialogue

SEVP listens to all who are 
affected by its operations.  
How can we further develop 
this dialogue not only with 
you but with your colleagues 
across the nation?


